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ANNUAL REPORT | 


From May Ist, 1870, to May Ist, 1871. 


| THE PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF -MISSIONS FOR FREEDMEN 
' would respectfully present its ANNUAL REpoRT to the General 
Assembly. In so doing, it desires to ascribe to Him who “‘ giveth 
the increase,’’ the honor of all the good it may have been the in- 
: According to the direction of the General Assembly, this Com- — 
ia ittee was organized on the 16th of June. Rev. Euuiot E. 
Be WIFT, D. D., was elected Chairman; Rev. JAMES ALLISON, D. D., - 
reasurer : JOSEPH ALBREE, Hsq., Recording Secretary; and Rev. — 
. C. M’CLELLAND, Corresponding Secretary. Mr. Groree B. 
OGAN declined to serve as a member of the Committee; Mr. 
‘CLINTOCK resigned, September 19th; and others have 
\ ot been chosen to fill their places. | | 
This Committee has been in existence but eleven and one-half 
| onths to May 1st, but reports for a full year; believing, that 
rom the data at command, it does so with the usual degree of 
ccuracy. 


FUNDS. 


he Treasurer of the General Assembly’s Committee on Freed- 
eh reported, in his financial statement of May Ist, 1870, a cash 
alpnce on hand of $3,878.12. 
he Presbyterian Committee of Home Missions, in account 
ifh its Treasurer, reported, May Ist, 1870, a cash balance of 
8|597.81 due him from its Freedmen’s Department; ‘‘to which,” 
aid the Secretary of this Department, in his Annual Report, 
‘‘must be added the cost of the work for a portion of March 
‘pnd April, which will increase the debt.”’ aa 
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has accrued. | 


4 


On the 3lst of August, 1870, the actin Secretary of the 


Freedmen’s Department of the Presbyterian Committee of Home 
Missions presented*to the Presbyterian Committee of Missions 
for Freedmen an itemed statement, — an indebtedness, 
at that date, of $17,789.15, upon the work that had been con- 
ducted by that Department; and this accorded with an audited 
balance sheet afterwards presented by the Treasurer of the Pres- 
byterian Committee of Home Missions. This indebtedness was ex- 
clusive of that upon real estate, purchased by said Department, 
of which this Committee has not received = official statement. 


It is understood, however, to have been something over $3;400. 
Balance from General Assembly’s Committee on Freedmen, May 1, 1870........ : » $ 8,878 12: 
Collections from Churches, (including 8. Schools,*)—for 
he General Work.,.... 111.00 of it paid as Memorial, ]...$33,460 36 
pecials,......... 64.00 1,204 50 
From Individuals, for | | ie 
$52,285 86- 
Freedmen—Ch., &chaol and Individual,......[ 700.00 8,021 86 
U. 8. Government, in Rentals, [which have ceased since July 1, ]..............eseees bikin ek | 3,740 00 
Reformed Church, in support Of a Minister,,.. 800 
Board of Home Missions, and its Predecessors,....... sbbnunsh-ceddpobadnepbiedealaenibidbieaannxiedinse 7,168 75 
Board of Education, and its Predecessors—aid for a number’of students for the Ministry, 


Total Fund received during the year,f...... five $76,966 
| Total received by the Treasurers during the year,,.............ccccsccecescecsseeees ° a 61,163 65- 
Paid for Current Expenses of Work,............ 73 
55,735 59 
Balance in Treasury, May 1, 1871,...............cccorcsccccscscccscceccccvccseceveces 0 


DUE. 
Balance on Indebtedness, shown in Statement of Au rust 31, 


Deficit Bill of Board of Publication, in account with P. M. Record,.............0..scseee sossee se 


Total, exclusive of that on Real Estate,’....... 
Total, “Tess Cash Balance on hand.................... $1 0,815 


Of the $3,400 indebtedness on real estate, $2 300, the amount: 


due upon the Mission property at Winnsboro, 8. C., has been 
paid. Of this, however, $1,300, generously loaned by Mrs. A. C: 
Brown, of New York City, will be due her, July 24th, 1871. O 
the Normal School property at Winchester, Va., $575 were du 
on the 6th of June, 1870; and the balance, $600, will be due o 
the 6th of June, 1871, to which must be added the interest that 


¢ Sabbath-Schools, and Juvenile Missionar h me 


+ Discrepancy between this total and that given in the Treasurer’s Financial Statement, r ; lt 
from specials given to the work, contributions by the Boards, and other organizations, and a oO 
what has been received and expended én the field, not having, been so reported as to find place in 


| — 

i 

| | 
4 
- 
a 
\ 
‘ 
| 
i 
+ 
» 
4 +. 
Board of Publication, and its Predecessors—liveral grants to every request made, or le 
| 
| 
. 
} 
| 
i 
2 200008 +6 { 290 ] 

4 

{ 

fi 

| 

| 
| 
{ 
| 

3g 

res i 

yer 

| 

5 4 

| 
| 

Tes) € 
f 
Jf 
‘ 
ug 


‘ 
; 
3 5 


| ee Aside from Memorial gifts for special objects, the amount con- 
= tributed by churches and individuals is $1,939.12 less than hes 
amount received from the same sources last year. 


‘Number of White Churches cortributing, (64 more than last 1,237 


Number of Colored Churches contributing,................ 
Number of White Churches not ces 3,289 
‘Number of Colored Churches not 1G 


Though the amount given by many churches has been small, 
yet the increased number contributing is encouraging. 

Quite a number of boxes of good second-hand and other clothing, 
and good second-hand Sabbath-school and other books, have 
been given to the freedmen. Such donations are very useful to, 

and are thankfully received by these — people. 


MISSIONS. 


In view of the heavy indebtedness upon its work, and believing, 
also, that it would accord with the general sentiment of the 
Church, the Committee, in making out its schedule of school-. 
work for the year, reduced it, with but three exceptions, to that 
which is strictly parochial, dropping, with their teachers, such 

schools as had no individual church connection ; and hoping that, 
with special efforts to raise funds, it might be able to carry on a 
educed work, and within the year liquidate most, if not all the 
indebtedness. This left a large number of teachers, before em- 
ployed, without place in the Committee’s work, after June 30th, 
fe end of the School Term of last year. In the work thas. 
duced, the regular Missionaries of the year have been as follows: _ 


ed Ministers—of whom colored,. 34 


66 | 


The monthly reports of these Missionaries evince a commendable 
egree of ouragig faithfulness in their self denying work, and 
very encouraging degree of success has attended their labors. 


‘DIED. 


J. W. C. Pennineton, D. D., J | 
| Rev. Geo. W. Stinson, Brunswick, Ga., and 
Mrs. Mary D., wife of Rev. J. A. CHRESFIELD, Lexington, 
. C.—each called, as we trust, from the toil of earth to the rest 
f Heaven. 
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CHURCHES. 


Whole number under care of the Committee, May 97. 
Communicants added—on examination—1,007; on certificate, 167—.. 
Whole number of communicants, May 1, 7,688 
Baptized—adults, 830 ; infants, 

Whole number of Sabbath Schools during the year,,............ 82. 
Whole number of scholars in Sabbath Schools during the 6,220 


A good degree of special religious interest has been manifested 


in several Churches, resulting in encouraging additions. © 
_ Of Church Buildings, 4 have been completed during the year, 
11 are incomplete, and the whole number is 67, upon 6 of which 


there is an indebtedness of $5,933. Belonging to these, are 9° 


Manses, or Homes, upon one of which is an indebtedness of $1,300. 
The united value of these Churches, Manses and Homes, is $70,934. 


This estimate does not include the buildings of Biddle Memorial 


SCHOOLS. 
Whole number in our work, as reduced for the 45 
of pupils in the same, . eee 4,530 


To this should be added, as belonging to the work of the year, 
the Schools of the Freedmen’s Department of the P. C. H. M., 


in which 538 teachers labored 99 months, from May 1, to June 
30th, 1871, but of which we have not data for a fuller statement—- 
also ‘self-sustaining schools taught in vacation by students of 


Lincoln University, commissioned by our Committee. 
‘The eagerness with which childern and youth embrace the op- 
portunity of attending our schools, the earnest desire of their 


parents that they should reap the advantages thus offered, and | 


their aptness to learn, seem unabated. 


As a rule, the Committee employs as teachers, only members of | 
the Presbyterian Church, and they seem in general to feel that 


their mission to the Freedmen is religious as well as educational, 
and to act accordingly. Our Schools, with but few exceptions, 
if any, are opened with prayer, or reading the scriptures, or both; 

and the catechism of our Church has been generally taught in} 
day or Sabbath School, or in both. In some schools the reagent 
influence of the teacher has been very marked. | 


Bwpus MEMORIAL INSTITUTE, Charlotte, N. C.; Rev. S. Mar | 


toon, D. D., Pres. This Institute, established for the specia 
purpose of training colored preachers, catechists and teachers, 
instructors of their own | Face, holds a place of the first importane¢: 
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_in the work of the committee, and reports 100 students enrolled 
during the present term. It has a fine location upon a plat of 
eight acres, a good building, two good houses for professors, and 
one small dormitory, valued in all. at over $13,000, and clear of | 
debt. Through the efforts of its President, a partial endowment — 
of one professorship has been secured during the past year, and 
its completion, with the endowment of at least one other, at an early - 
day, is exceedingly desirable. Among other wants, are scholar- 
ships of $100 for a single year, or for each of a number of years 
- consecutively; a general fund to aid students who can support 
themselves for but part of a single term; an additional dormitory; _ 
‘and supplies of bedding and substantial clothing—the latter being 
in constant demand. | 


WALLINGFORD AcADEMY, Charleston, S. C., Rev. J. H. Batszs, 
Superintendent, has a good building, including a chapel; also a 
Teachers’ Home, the whole, including lot, valued at $13,000. It. 
enrolls over 300 pupils, but has neither endowment nor philosoph- 
ical apparatus. Itis clear of debt. 


NoRMAL ScHooL, at Winchester, Va., Mr. O. M. WaRING, 
Principal, has a valuable lot; a building that answers for the 
present; reports 95 pupils; and under its able principal, would 
_ be a school of much promise, were it not for its indebtedness, 
which, if not soon relieved, will probably prove fatal even to its. 
existence, as owing to the pecuniary embarrassment of-the proper- 
ty of this school, the Committee has felt obliged to authorize 
negotiations for its sale. Be | 


Scotia SEMINARY, for colored girls, at Concord, N. C., under 
superintendence of Rev. LUKE DoRLAND, and opened but a few 
months since, reports 45 pupils in attendance. It has a small 
lot and Manse, or Home, with means enough to put up a small 
School Building for present use. But it greatly needs: funds 
sufficient to purchase additional grounds and put up such a build- 
ing as its design and prospects demand. It should also be well 
endowed. This institution is thé only one of its kind under care 
of the Committee, and its success is esteemed of special importance, 
both for the training of teachers for schools, and for the proper | 
cultivation of refinement and virtue among both sexes. It has no 
indebtedness, and should be go continued. | | 


CONCLUSION. 


The Committee has been especially desirous of presenting to this 
_ Assembly, its work entirely relieved of the heavy indebtedness 
_ which so greatly embarrassed it when committed to its care, and 
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thus in readiness for that enlargement for which the necessities of 


its field so loudly call. But after special and persistent effort, it 


is with feelings of sadness, that it is obliged to report but half 
success in this regard, and its work accordingly, still carrying a 


burden by which it is seriously trammeled—the churches not 


having come to its help as it was earnestly hoped they would. 
Our churches should realize that, right or wrong, the Freedmen 
do now possess a power in our Nation which only “intelligence 


and virtue’’ will enable them to use wisely, and that this can be | 


had only by giving them ‘‘the Spelling Book and the Bible ’’— 
the School and the Church; nor should she forget, that what 


remain of the fourteen thousand Colored Presbyterians of the 
South, with their children, as such, have peculiar claims on her | 


Christian benevolence—that these scattered poor are of her own 


‘fold, look to her for care, and by her should be gathered and fed ; 


nor should she be unmindful of the fact, that in training these 
Freedmen to be good citizens here, and for “citizenship in 
Heaven,” she is using the most hopeful means of reclaiming 
Africa for Christ. Patriotism, Presbyterianism, and Christian 
Philanthropy should incite her to devise and execute. “liberal 
things ’’ for the Freedmen; and to do so, she has this encourage- 
ment; that, in the hopeful conversion of souls, God has already 
owned and blessed her labors among them, with a degree of 
success which figures show to be one-third greater than that given 
in all her other fields combined. ‘‘ Blessed 1s he that considereth 


the poor.”’ 


- Submitted to the General Assembly, at Chicago, by order of © 


the Presbyterian Committee of Missions for Freedmen, April 


| | ELLIOT E. SWIFT, 
A. C. M’CLELLAND, Chairman. 
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CHICAGO, May 28d, 1871. 


Action of the General Assembly, 


The Standing Committee to which was referred the Report of 
the Presbyterian Committee of Missions for Freedmen, through 
its Chairman, Ex-Governor PoLLock, presented the following which 
was unanimously adopted, viz: 


The Committee on “ Missions for Freedmen” report: | ; 


1. That they have carefully examined the Report of the Committee of Missions 
for the Freedmen of the Presbyterian Church, presented to the General Assembly 
and referred to your Committee, with all the papers relating thereto, and do most 
cordially approve the manner and spirit in which the Committee has disch 
its duties, and recommend that their report be printed for distribution. 


2. We also do especially commend their zeal and efforts in establishing the 
Biddle Memorial Institute, and Wallingford Academy, for the education of 
colored ministers and teachers, and all who desire to avail themselves of the ad- 
- vantages offered by these institutions; and the Scotia Seminary for the education 
of colored girls. These Institutions, in all their relations and interests, commend 
themselves to the earnest, liberal, and prayerful attention of all who desire and 
labor for the elevation and salvation of the human family. | 


3. We recommend earnestly the continuance of the Committee for another 
year. Every consideration of public and private interest in relation to the work 
and spread of the Gospel among the Freedmen, requires such continuance. The 
unsettled condition of things in the South—the peculiar nature of the work—the 
qualifications and experience of those engaged in it—the knowledge of the Com- 
mittee—their earnestness and zeal, demand that no change be made for the pre- 
sent in this department of the work of our Church. 7 | | 


4, The Committee regret to find that the work among the Freedmen has not 
been sustained in a manner at all commensurate with its importance. ‘The 
Committee on Missions to Freedmen’’ is largely indebted to the Presbyterian 
‘Committee of Home Missions, and is otherwise crippled in its operations for 
want of funds. | 
We urgently commend the Committee of Missions for Freedmen, their. work 
and institutions, to the prompt and large liberality of all our churches and people, 
and the co-operation of all our Boards. We ask them to devise liberal things; 
to execute and perform promptly whatever their hands and hearts find to do, an 
by their generous contributions and earnest prayers, bid them God-speed in the 
d work, and hasten the day when “the earth shall be filled with the know- 
| ae and glory of the Lord,” with whom “there is no respect of persons,” and 
before whom all are equal. | | 
We recommend the following ministers and elders for election as members of 
the Presbyterian Committee of Missi ions for 'reedmen for the ensuing year, viz: 


MINISTERS: LAYMEN: 
E. SWIFT, D. D. JAMES B. LYON, 
J. WILSON, D. D. R. C. TOTTEN, 
JAS. ALLISON, D. D. | JOHN C. McCOMBS, 
A. NOBLE, ROBERT C. ALBREE, 
JOHN GILLESPIE, ag HENRY FORSYTH, 
P. S. DAVIES.  W.C. AUGHIN BAUGH. 
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. SCHOOLS NOT PAROCHIAL. 


ra 


NAME OF SCHOOL. S.SCHOOL.| TEACHERS. PUPILS. 


O. M. Waring, Prin... x 


Nornial School, Winchester, Va...|........... Mrs. F. B.Waring, Ass‘. 95 26 00 
| | Miss J. Jones, 
Fredericksburg, 45| Miss S. A. Hatch,........... 51; 36 80 
Mrs. A. H. Stearns....... | Bee 
Morristown, | TODD. | ...0000e00ee ,100) Miss Hattie C. Stearns, 130 | 69 20 
145 | 276 182 00 


In addition to the above, 58 teachers commissioned by the 
Freedmen’s Department of the Presbyterian Committee of Home 
Missions; and nine students from Lincoln University, by the 
Presbyterian Committee of Missions for Freedmen, in self- 
sustaining schools—in all, 62—taught from one to three months 
each ; and $78.76 were reported paid by four of the schools last 
named, for their own 


— part of the funda contributed during the year were received 7 
by the Treasurer of the Freedmen’s Department of the P. C. H. M., 

from late N.S. Churches, and credited according to States ; an- 
other part was received by the Treasurer of the General Assem- 
bly’s Committee on Freedmen, from late O. S. Churches, and 


- credited, generally, according to their old Presbyteries ;. while a 
third part has been received by the Treasurer of the present 


Committee, who found it impossible to know, in vcry many cases, 
to which of the Presbyteries, as reconstructed, the Churches con- 
tributing belonged. Hence, it proved altogether impracticable 
to publish the usual annual ‘“ Statement of Receipts,” in any other 
than an extended, and, consequently, very expensive form; and, 
inasmuch as these appear regularly in The Presbyterian Monthly 
Record—accessible to all—the Committee omits the pope 
of these i in this Report. : 
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